
Alison DeLory
16 Carroll Lane, Halifax, N.S., B3M 0C2
 phone: (902) 404-8277 mobile: (902) 489-5800
email: aldelory@eastlink.ca  
on-line: www.alisondelory.com


PROFILE
I am a results-oriented communicator with extensive writing, editing and project management experience. I combine journalism and public relations expertise with business acumen to explain concepts, tell stories and sell ideas. My strengths include: social media and blogging expertise, superb organizational skills; ability to break down complex, often scientific topics into precise yet understandable prose; strong interpersonal communication skills with connections to industry experts and vast interviewing experience; leadership of multi-disciplinary event management teams. 

Bylines: Saltscapes, Today’s Parent, Medical Post, Drugstore Canada, Pharmacy Practice, New Pharmacist, Pharmacy Student Career Guide, Ryerson Magazine, Halifax Magazine, Progress, Progress R&D, Healthy Living in Atlantic Canada, Optimyz, Capital Calling, Toronto Star, Toronto Sun, Pinstripes, Nova Scotia Federation of Agriculture, Canadian Grocer, Macleans.ca, Chatelaine 

EXPERIENCE
July 2007 – Present	
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Self-employed Writer, Editor and Communications Consultant, Halifax, Nova Scotia
 Pitch stories and write articles as Atlantic Correspondent for national Rogers Media Publishing titles including Chatelaine, the Medical Post and Drugstore Canada 
 Foster relationships and write health, business, technology and general interest features for local publishers including Progress, Metro Guide and Saltscapes
 Manage development of books, including Take as Directed, published by ECW Press to promote safe medication use and help readers navigate Canada’s health-care system 
 Perform manuscript editing of non-fiction materials at all stages including PhD theses
 Serve as writing assistant, Department of Communications, Mount Saint Vincent University
 Teach writing workshops in schools, mentor and evaluate children and post-secondary students

March 2001 – June 2007		
Associate Editor, Medical Post, Toronto, Ontario
 Contributed story ideas and wrote articles for and about Canada’s 50,000 doctors
 Collaborated with editorial team on content and communicated with writers for clarification or to suggest improvements, maintaining publication in top two best-read Canadian medical journals
 Edited article in QPS and InCopy for MAC and wrote high-impact heads, decks and cutlines
 Took and collected photos, improved art using PhotoShop, prepared graphs using Illustrator
 Designed award-winning news and feature pages using Quark XPress and InDesign 
 Chaired EditBest, a volunteer committee dedicated to the ongoing training of editorial members
 Received Top 10 Canadian Business Communicator recognition at the 2004 Kenneth R. Wilson National Business Publishing Awards 


May 1998 – March 2001 
Sole Proprietor, Alison DeLory Communications, Toronto, Ontario
 Co-ordinated editorial projects for clients such as Rogers Media Publishing, Ryerson University, University of Toronto, Ontario College of Pharmacists and the Insurance Brokers’ Association of Ontario building reputation for on-time, on-budget, high-quality outcomes 
 Edited, designed and produced magazines, annual reports, newsletters, forms and media material
 Wrote freelance articles for newspapers and magazines, with emphasis on travel writing
 Delivered lectures on topics including copy-editing and freelance writing to clients and students

February 1994 – May 1998
Associate Editor, Ontario College of Pharmacists, Toronto, Ontario 
 Participated in ongoing development of communication strategy to further public understanding of pharmacists’ role as drug experts and highly accessible health-care professionals; helped develop public relations campaign 
 Launched new bi-monthly members’ publication called Pharmacy Connection, chaired editorial committee, developed policies and publishing criteria, conducted post-mortems
 Attended industry events to stay current with regulatory and professional issues and leaders
 Prepared list of stories and columns to assign, worked with writers throughout manuscript development, edited and wrote articles, generated and collected artwork, designed publication 
 Managed publication budget, sought competitive pricing, hired and worked with suppliers 
 Handled additional projects including publishing annual reports, producing manuals and forms 

April 1991 – February 1994
Job Analyst, Ryerson University, Toronto, Ontario 
 Interviewed employees and wrote job descriptions 
 Served as member of union/management job evaluation team to determine fair compensation
 Wrote job evaluation reports for government as required by pay equity legislation
EDUCATION 
 Enrolled in Master of Public Relations program, Mount Saint Vincent University, Halifax, N.S.
 Bachelor of Public Relations, 1998, Mount Saint Vincent University, Halifax, N.S.
 Bachelor of Journalism, 1992, Ryerson University, Toronto, Ont.
AFFILIATIONS
 Member, Mount Saint Vincent University Alumnae Association Board, 2009 – present
 Chair, Alumnae Weekend Committee, Mount Saint Vincent University, 2009 – present
 Council Member, Writers’ Federation of Nova Scotia, 2007 – present. Achievements include selection as finalist in 2011 Atlantic Writing Competition 
 Chair, EditBest Committee, Rogers Media Publishing, 2004 – 2007. Achievements include planning monthly lunch-and-learn seminars and an annual suppliers’ trade show
 Vice-President, Ryerson Journalism Alumnae Association, 2001 – 2002 and Executive Committee Member, 1999 – 2002
 Member, Editors’ Association of Canada and volunteer workshop co-ordinator, 1998 – 1999

VOLUNTEER & ADDITIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 Volunteer and member, Atlantic Magazines Association, 2009 – present
 Participant in Writers’ in the Schools initiative and guest speaker on topic ‘Careers in Writing,’ Halifax Regional School Board and Mount Saint Vincent University, 2008 – present
 Volunteer, Rockingham School and class parent, 2007 – present
 Member, senior women’s division, Dartmouth United Soccer Club, 2008 – present 
 Volunteer, Big Sisters of Toronto, 1999 – 2002
 Associate Editor of Ryerson student newspaper, production assistant for TVO and CBC, 1990 – 1992
 Completed public relations co-op work terms with Health and Welfare Canada, Terry Fox Run, and the Nova Scotia Recreation Society for People with Disabilities, 1988 – 1990

TESTIMONIALS 

“Alison's expertise in writing and editing along with her engaging presentation style make her an excellent resource for educators wishing to build their students’ enthusiasm for writing.”  
Michelle Barr, Teacher, Bedford Academy 

“One of Alison’s greatest strengths as a journalist is her ability to take information from a diverse array of sources and present it in a clear, easily understood and accessible way.”
Trevor Adams, Editor, Halifax Magazine, Metro Guide Publishing

“Alison is an intelligent and strong writer—one who adheres to deadlines and has the ability to produce copy that is newsworthy and of interest and value to our readership. The latter comprises 50,000 physicians across Canada who receive our weekly newspaper. It is without hesitation that I recommend her.” 
Colin Leslie, Editor, The Medical Post, Rogers Media Publishing

“Alison’s energy and enthusiasm for our project as well as her faster-then-a-speeding-bullet turnaround time have made her an exemplary editorial assistant. Her experience and connections in the publishing world have given her an uncanny ability to both anticipate and react to the needs of our writing team.”
Dr. Rhonda Church, family physician and author, Take as Directed

“Alison always meets my deadlines with articles that are clearly written, newsy and that meet and often exceed the assignment. I am impressed by how frequently Alison takes the initiative to find new experts and sources that I was previously unaware of. She tends to take each assignment just a little further than I’ve expected.”
Vicki Wood, Editor, Drugstore Canada, Rogers Media Publishing

“Alison has been a great find since moving to Halifax in summer 2007. She has been instrumental in getting a publisher for a new book and has helped my graduate students with copy editing scientific work. It is great to have her here in Halifax.”
Dr. Neil MacKinnon, Associate Director for Research and Associate Professor, College of Pharmacy, Dalhousie University and author, Take as Directed
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